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offered to Buloz was all that he owed the Review. The judges left unsettled the question as to whether the proprietors of the Revue de Pans were entitled to hand over their contributors' corrected proofs to the Revue Etrangere; but decreed that they were certainly in the wrong when they parted with unfinished proofs. They were therefore condemned to pay the costs of the action.
Balzac's   was   a   costly   victory.     Except   the Quotidienne^ which stood by -him consistently, not a paper was on his side.    His clumsiness of style, his habit of occasionally coining words to express his meaning, and the coarseness of some  of his writings, combined with the prejudice caused by his literary  arrogance, had  always,   to  a  certain extent, blinded literary and critical France to his consummate  merits as a writer.    Now, however, want of appreciation had changed to bitter dislike ; and in addition to abuse, indiscriminate and often absurd  of his  writings, his  enemies  assailed  his morals, ridiculed his personal appearance, and made fun of his dress and surroundings.    He was not conciliatory;  he did not bow to  the  storm.    In June, 1839, appeared the second part of " Illusions Perdues," which was entitled " Un Grand Homine de Province a Paris," and was a violent attack on French journalism ;  and in March,  1843,  Balzac published the " Monographic de la Presse Parisi-enne," a brilliant piece of work, but certainly not calculated to repair the breach between him and the publishing world.     Nevertheless, though  hisrated, in the masterly defence of his
